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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

Claims 1 - 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Shiraishi (U.S. Pub. 2003/0107609) in view of Matsuura et al (U.S. Pat. 
6,900,789). 

The applied reference has a common assignee with the instant 
application. Based upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it 
constitutes prior art only under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) might be overcome by: (1) a showing under 37 CFR 1.132 that any 
invention disclosed but not claimed in the reference was derived from the 
inventor of this application and is thus not an invention "by another"; (2) a 
showing of a date of invention for the claimed subject matter of the application 
which corresponds to subject matter disclosed but not claimed in the reference, 
prior to the effective U.S. filing date of the reference under 37 CFR 1.131; or (3) 
an oath or declaration under 37 CFR 1.130 stating that the application and 
reference are currently owned by the same party and that the inventor named in 
the application is the prior inventor under 35 U.S.C. 104, together with a terminal 
disclaimer in accordance with 37 CFR 1.321(c). This rejection might also be 
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overcome by showing that the reference is disqualified under 35 U.S.C. 103(c) as 
prior art in a rejection under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). See MPEP § 706.02(l)(1) and § 
706.02(l)(2). 

Shiraishi discloses: 

regarding claim 1, ink feeding rate control method for controlling a 
feeding rate of ink for areas corresponding to ink keys of an ink feeder (Abstract, 
Paragraphs 0011, 0071 - 0072), by comparing measurement information and 
reference information on detecting patches (color chart) printed on prints 
(Paragraphs 0013, 0081, 0084), method comprising of: 

images in positions aligned in a printing direction with said 
detecting patches printed in the areas on said prints corresponding to said ink 
keys (Figure 7; Paragraph 0078) 

correcting on of said reference information and said measurement 
information of the images in the areas on said prints corresponding to said ink 
keys, and images in said positions aligned in said printing direction with said 
detecting patches printed on said prints (Abstract, 0011, 0013) 

regarding claim 2, claim 6, claim 8, and claim 10, wherein said 
measurement information on said detecting patches comprises densities of said 
detecting patches, and said reference information comprises reference densities 
(Abstract, Paragraphs 0081 - 0083, 0104) 

regarding claim 3, wherein one of said reference information and 
said measurement information is corrected by using a correction factor obtained 
empirically (Paragraphs 0011, 0013, 0081 -0083) 
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regarding claim 4, wherein a corrected value of one of said 
reference information and said measurement information is stored form time to 
time, one of said reference information and said measurement information being 
corrected in time of subsequent printing process by using said corrected value 
stored (Paragraphs 0076 - 0077, 0087) 

regarding claim 5, ink feeding rate control method for printing 
machine having an image recorder for recording images on printing plate based 
on image data, controlling a feeding rate of ink for each of areas corresponding 
to ink keys of ink feeder (Abstract, Paragraphs 001 1 , 0071 - 0072) by comparing 
measurement information and reference information on detecting patches (color 
chart) printed on prints (Paragraphs 0013, 0081, 0084) 

images in positions aligned in a printing direction with said 
detecting patches printed in the areas on said prints corresponding to said ink 
keys (Figure 7; Paragraph 0078) 

correcting on of said reference information and said measurement 
information of the images in the areas on said prints corresponding to said ink 
keys, and images in said positions aligned in said printing direction with said 
detecting patches printed on said prints (Abstract, 0011, 0013) 

regarding claim 7, ink feeding rate control method for controlling a 
. feeding rate of ink for each of areas corresponding to ink keys of ink feeder 
(Abstract, Paragraphs 0011, 0071 - 0072) based on measurement information 
on detecting patches (color chart) printed on prints (Paragraphs 0013, 0081, 
0084) 
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images in positions aligned in a printing direction with said 
detecting patches printed in the areas on said prints corresponding to said ink 
keys (Figure 7; Paragraph 0078) 

regarding claim 9, data correcting method of a printing machine 
for correcting one of measurement information and predetermined reference 
information when controlling the printing machine by comparing the 
measurement information being obtained by measuring detecting patches printed 
on prints corresponding to ink keys of the printing machine (Paragraphs 0011, 
0076, 0081 0083) 

images in positions aligned in a printing direction with said 
detecting patches printed in the areas on said prints corresponding to said ink 
keys (Figure 7; Paragraph 0078) 

correcting on of said reference information and said measurement 
information of the images in the areas on said prints corresponding to said ink 
keys, and images in said positions aligned in said printing direction with said 
detecting patches printed on said prints (Abstract, 0011, 0013) 

regarding claim 11 and claim 12, wherein said measurement 
information and said reference information are used for at least one of ink 
feeding rate control and dampening water feeding rate control in the printing 
machine (Abstract, Paragraphs 0011, 0071 - 0072) 
Shiraishi does not disclose expressly: 

regarding claim 1, claim 5, claim 7, and claim 9, determining an 
average of image area ratios 
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Matsuura et al discloses: 

regarding claim 1, claim 5, claim 7, and claim 9, determining an 
average of image area ratios (Column 27, Lines 5 - 55, 60 - 68) 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the teaching of determining an 
average of image area ratios as taught by Matsuura et al into the device of 
Shiraishi et al. The motivation for doing so would have been to allow an image to 
display in good contrast and high quality. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Jason Uhlenhake whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-5916. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Stephen Meier can be reached on (571) 272-2149. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 





